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Civil Liability for the Crime of
Murder by Psychological
Means: A Comparative Study

Research Summary:

All praise is due to Allah, the Praiseworthy Guardian, who has ordained kindness
in all matters and prohibited harming others without just cause. May peace and blessings
be upon Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the one who was sent as mercy and light to all
worlds, and upon his family, companions, and those who follow his path until the Day
of Judgment.

Islamic law was established to promote benefits and prevent harm, prohibiting
any form of aggression against human beings, whether physical or psychological.
Undoubtedly, crimes are among the most detestable and dangerous acts, threatening
social security and impeding the achievement of safety.

The development of the internet, communication technologies, and social media
in this century has marked a significant turning point in human civilization, bringing
about a qualitative shift in human life and impacting all aspects of society. Certain
groups have dedicated their efforts to exploiting these technologies for criminal
purposes, leading to the evolution of criminal methods and the emergence of new
crimes. With the advancement of these methods, means of murder have diversified,
encompassing both physical and psychological means.

The current study explored the concept of murder by psychological means,
defining its parameters and comparing it to murder by physical means and by omission.
The researcher examined how Islamic jurisprudence and positive law address the crime
of murder by psychological means, the possibility of prosecuting the perpetrator, its
elements, and the means of proving it in both Islamic jurisprudence and statutory law.

Following this, the researcher analyzed the civil liability for the crime of murder
by psychological means, including obligations related to blood money (diyyah) or
compensation in both Islamic jurisprudence and positive law. Finally, the study was
concluded with several findings and recommendations.

Key words:

Murder by psychological means — Physical means — Murder by omission —
Murder by psychological means in Islamic jurisprudence — Murder by psychological
means in law — Blood money — Compensation.
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