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The main problem lies in classifying corona virus
pandemic, in light of the recency of the pandemic and its

effects on administrative contracts, considering it as an

exceptional circumstance, which lead to confusion in its
classification for the contractor with the administrative
authority, and know how to reduce its effects for the
administrative authority and its contractor, and the actions
taken by the Saudi regime to reduce its legal effects. This
study aimed to clarify the legal aspects of the pandemic,
what the theory of emergency circumstances and force
majeure theory are, the conditions for applying the two
theories and what are the legal effects of the pandemic by
classifying it as an emergency circumstance or force
majeure, following the analytical and critical method in its
scientific way, with pointing some comparative laws. The
chapters of this study are divided into two main chapters:
The first chapter clarify the nature of the emergency
circumstance theory and force majeure theory. The second
chapter presents the effects of the pandemic for the
administrative authority and the contractor. Concluding the
study with the most important results: classifying the
pandemic as a force majeure or an emergency circumstance
is related to the possibility of continuing the implementation
of the contract with the presence of unusual losses or the
impossibility of continuing its implementation. If
considering the pandemic as an emergency circumstance,
the effects are: completing the implement of the contract
and claiming for compensation. On other hand, if
considering it as a force majeure the effects are: temporary
suspension and termination. The study recommends that, the
regulatory authorities in the Kingdom enact a special legal
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